DISCIPLESHIP: BEGINNINGS!

JOY!

Joy is one of those words not in common usage today, and that's a pity, because it expresses so much.  Maybe the reason it's not used much, is that not many people experience it anymore.  One place it can be sometimes seen though is at the birth of a baby. It’s so much more than just happiness, and is usually associated with a person.  But, while happiness is related to feelings and circumstances, joy goes very much deeper.
In Nehemiah 8:10 we’re told that the joy of the Lord is the source of our strength, and in Jh.15:11 we find that the source of that joy is the Word of God, Jesus Christ, and what he has to say to us.  Do you hunger for, and read that Word enough to find his joy, and therefore his strength?
If we will only listen and hunger for that Word, we will find it.  And if we will then eat it; take it in so that it can become part of us in the same way that physical food becomes part of our bodies, and that whether it’s good food or junk; then we will experience what the prophet found. (Jer.l5:16)
Remember, Jesus Christ wants us to be filled to overflow with his joy. (Jh.l6:24)  But this can only be a reality, which must be clearly seen in our lives, when we spend our time in the presence of our Lord and God, whatever we’re doing, delighting ourselves in him. (Ps.l6:11)
When times of suffering and trouble come, and come they will, if we, like Abraham, will not allow mistrust in God’s Word to take root in our hearts, but instead, again like Abraham, give glory to God in everything, by remembering his goodness in times past, then we too will grow strong in our faith in his Word. (Ps.30:5, Rom.4:19-25)  
After all, our lives as Christians are intended by God to be filled to overflow with his righteousness, expressed in our actions, his peace, shown by our complete trust in him, and his joy, especially in the face of the inevitable hard times which come our way. (Acts 14:21-22 & Rom.14:17)
Remember again, two of the greatest causes of our joy are that God, in Jesus Christ, has clothed us with his robe of righteousness, so that we’re completely guiltless before him, and has covered us with the garments of salvation.  How truly blessed we are! (Is.61:10)
If we will only “gird up our minds, and set our hope fully on the grace that’s coming to us at the revelation of Jesus Christ”, then we will truly be able to rejoice in the face of suffering. (1Pet.4:12-13, 1Pet.1:13)
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